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Advantages  
•  Deploys in Seconds
•  Resets in Seconds for use with multiple victims or 
   at mass casualty events  
•  Easy One Person Maneuvering Over Rugged Terrain 
    and in Tight Quarters
•  Versatile Design: Drag, Carry, Vertically Lift & Lower 
    in Confined Spaces or Air Lift
•  Weighs Less Than 7 Pounds
•  Rated 5 point Full body Harness 
•  Rolls for East Carry and Storage
•  Flame Retardant  
•  Carrying Handles on all Sides 
•  Can Integrate with other Rapid Rescue Devices
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Rolls to 10’’x36’’
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OUR HISTORY 

RITE Rescue was founded by veteran FDNY members, who 
found no device on the market met their need to retrieve an 
unconscious person from ANY situation FAST! Over several 
years the device was developed under the direction of Staff 
Chiefs and Deputy Chiefs thoroughly researching the City’s 
Rapid Intervention procedures and tactics.

Thousands of Firefighters participated in hundreds of 
hands-on “live-fire” drills. Many long standing protocols 
were questioned, tested and changed.

We are proud to say our final product was developed by 
Firefighters for Firefighters under the most realistic and 
trying conditions and when a brother is in serious trouble 
and needs you “NOW”, effective help is seconds way!

The device was found to be so effective it is now being 
adapted for use in rescue applications such as mass casualty 
evacuation, limited access areas, by  Air, Land & Sea. 

Rite Rescue Systems
P.O. Box 159

West Islip, NY 11795
(631) 321-RITE (7483)
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Bravest, sure, but maybe the Smartest, too
Sunday, October 21st 2007, 4:00 AM

The three inventors were flying coach, and they settled into a row 
of seats toward the back as Delta Flight 17 to Atlanta prepared to 
depart from Kennedy Airport on Monday morning.

The plane was just beginning to roll away from the gate when a young 
man jumped up two rows in front of the inventors. He began to tug at 
an older man who had slumped over in the seat next to him.

“Papa! Papa!” the young man called out.

The fear in his face was unmistakable as he continued trying to rouse 
the older man.

“Sit down!” a flight attendant ordered.

“Papa! Papa!” the young man continued.

The inventors leapt up and rushed over. The older 
man appeared to be unconscious, and the inven-
tors raised his limp arm over his head and let go. A 
conscious person will instinctively move his falling 
hand so as not to strike himself.

The man’s hand struck his face, confirming this 
was more serious than a little drowsiness. The in-
ventors learned anew the difficulty of moving a 
full-grown unconscious person in a tight space as 
they shifted the man to the bulkhead area. They 
announced themselves to the startled passengers 
and crew.

“We’re New York City firemen! Get out of the way!”

Firefighter Tommy Fee put his fingertips against the man’s carotid ar-
tery. He felt no pulse and did chest compressions as retired Lt. Frank 
Haskell called for the defibrillator aboard all flights. Planes also carry 
an oxygen tank, and retired Lt. Mike Harty got that going.

A flight attendant brought the defibrillator. The firefighters tore 
open the man’s shirt and applied the two pads. A mechanical voice 
crackled from the device.

“Analyzing patient.... Prepare to shock. ... Step away. ... Shock.”

Fee hit the red button marked Shock. The resulting jolt of electricity 
made the man’s body jump.

“Analyzing patient.”

(CONTINUED)
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The firefighters saw a bounding line on the defibrillator’s small 
monitor screen.

“Back to life,” Fee later said.

The next urgent step in keeping the man alive was to get him off 
the plane. Harty hurried to first class and got the invention they 
had not checked as baggage for fear it would be damaged before 
they showed it to the prospective manufacturer they were flying 
to see.

Out of the black zip bag came the 40-inch Rapid Intervention 
Tactical Evacuation (R.I.T.E.) rescue sled the trio had developed to 
remove unconscious firefighters and others from difficult spaces. 
They raised the man toward a sitting position and scooted the end 
of the thin plastic shell under his backside and eased him back. 
They needed only an instant to secure straps at the waist, groin 
and shoulder, including the oxygen tank and the defibrillator in 
the package.

Fee grabbed the strap at the end. The sled slid smoothly behind 
him as he hurried down the Boeing 777’s long aisle toward the 
door at the front where they had boarded. The crew told him the 
tow bar used to move the plane had broken.

“They tell us, ‘It’s going to be a little while,’” Fee recalled. “We said, 
‘We don’t have a little while.’”

A flight attendant opened the door and several Port Authority cops 
and paramedics peered in from the end of the jetway, too far from 
the immobilized plane to take the man, but close enough to see 
what he was strapped into.

“What is that thing?” they asked.

“It’s a prototype,” the firefighters said.

Fee grabbed the haul line again and effortlessly turned the man 
around and moved him back down to the middle of the plane to 
another door, where a portable stairway was being rolled across 
the tarmac. The steps were narrow and steep, but posed no prob-
lem for the R.I.T.E. sled.

“We slid him down like gentlemen,” Fee later said.

An ambulance arrived.

“What is that thing?” the attendants asked.

“A prototype,” the firefighters said.

The ambulance raced away, and the firefighters returned to the 
plane. They were moved to first class, along with their invention, 
and accorded a standing ovation by the passengers.

Yesterday, the firefighters stopped by Lenox Hill Hospital to see the 
man, who they had learned is 52-year-old Jadisncha Prajapati from 
Bombay, India. He is doing well and will be leaving New York with 
his life and an official FDNY T-shirt.
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Crowning Moment For Lady Liberty: 
Park Ranger Determined to Reopen the Crown   
7/4/09

Public access to The Statue of Liberties crown has finally been 
granted after park rangers find a much needed solution to remov-
ing visitors down the extremely tight (16” wide) 354 step spiral 
stair case during medical emergencies.

http://abcnews.go.com/Video/playerIndex?id=8003340
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LI firefighters design and create a rescue ‘sled’
trio is looking for manufacturer, but donated one to be used in the 
narrow stairways of the statue of liberty, especially near the crown
July 4, 2009 By JAMES BERNSTEIN  james.bernstein@newsday.com

A lifesaving rescue device invented by a trio of veteran firefighters 
from Long Island has been accepted by officials at the Statue of 
Liberty and is to be available for emergencies now that Lady Lib-
erty’s crown is open.

The device, which one of the firefighters said Friday looks “some-
thing like a Taco Bell shell,” weighs about 6 pounds and is called a 
Rapid Intervention Tactical Evacuator.

The three firefighters -- two of whom are retired 
and the third still active -- provided one of the de-
vices to statue officials for use in the narrow stair-
ways to the crown, which opened Saturday for the 
first time since the Sept. 11, 2001, terror attacks.

The three are negotiating with manufacturers to 
produce more of the devices.

“Being New York City firemen, this place [the stat-
ue] means a lot to us,” said one of the three, Frank 
Haskell, 50, of West Islip, who retired from Engine 
Co. 276 in Brooklyn.

Supervisory park ranger Eugene Kuziw confirmed 
that one of the rescue devices has been accepted 
for emergency use.

Haskell, Michael Harty, 55, of West Islip, also a 
retired firefighter, and Thomas Fee, 43, of West 
Hempstead, who works for the department in 
Queens, came up with the idea for the rescue de-

vice while they were conducting training sessions 
in how to rescue unconscious firefighters. A way was needed to 
quickly slide an injured firefighter out of harm’s way and up flights 
of stairs, if necessary.

(CONTINUED)
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“We started experimenting,” said Haskell. “We investigated the con-
cept of something like a Taco Bell shell.”

 
The device is made of nylon webbing and contains straps to keep 
the victim securely in place. It is about 4 feet long and 3 feet wide.

The three firefighters unexpectedly got a chance to put the device 
to use in 2007 on a flight that was to go from Kennedy Airport to 
Atlanta, Haskell said. They were able to revive a passenger who ap-
peared to have had a heart attack and then put him into the rescue 
device and slid him down a flight of stairs to waiting paramedics on 
the tarmac.

“It worked like a charm,” Haskell said.

LI firefighters design and create a rescue ‘sled’
(CONTINUED)

RITE Rescue System 
verticle drop inside 
Statue of Liberty

Confined space
removal 
Statue of Liberty
spiral staircase.
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NATIONAL PARKS OF NEW YORK HARBOR
Lady Liberty And Her RAT 

As she prepares for the nation’s 233rd birthday, Lady Liberty is taking 
measures to make sure that everyone who ascends the 354 steps to 
her crown that day and each day after will be a safe as possible given 
the inherent risks.

Visitors will climb the narrow double helix staircase in groups of ten, 
each lead by a National Park Service ranger, at a rate of about 30 
people per hour. Supervisory park ranger Eugene Kuziw noted that 
in the past the climb to the crown was a long process – sometimes 
lasting 90 minutes or more as the line composed of hundred of visi-
tors wound its way to the top one slow step at a time. Under the new 
process, the climb will take 20 minutes or less from the bottom of 
the pedestal to the top, and Kuziw is expecting to see a significant 
increase in climbing-related medical incidents.

With Secretary of the Interior Ken Salazar’s decision to 
reopen the crown, Kuziw, who runs the emergency 
services unit for both Statue of Liberty and Ellis Island, 
saw the chance to create and implement a rope ac-
cess team (RAT) to respond to emergencies inside the 
statue. This team will be able to do both “steep-angle” 
rescues of victims down the stairs and “high-angle” 
rescues that would involve passing the victim over 
the railings and lowering him or her down through 
the statue’s superstructure.

Currently, the RAT is composed of emergency servic-
es unit staff, interpretive rangers with first responder 
certification and U.S. Park Police SWAT members. With 
18 members, Kuziw said that four to six will be on 
the island at any given time to respond if needed. He 

hopes to expand the team over time to include volunteers from all 
the different divisions of park operations, such as maintenance and 
administration, because each division brings a unique set of skills to 
compliment a rescue.

Team members (RATs) receive technical rope training, have medical 
first responder certification or better, and receive additional advanced 
training to deal with common, but life-threatening situations. 

  
(CONTINUED)

RITE Rescue Systen
verticle drop inside 
Statue of Liberty
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Without such training, the park staff would have to wait for assistance 
from the New York City police or fire departments and that delay could 
lead to a decrease in a victim’s ability to survive.

The RATs are drilling twice weekly in preparation for the July 4th open-
ing before and after visitors arrive, and they practice on their own when 
time permits. Training has been provided by Kuziw, the Delaware 
Water Gap NRA high angle rescue team, and outside specialists, 
such as the Central Jersey technical rescue team, the Fire Depart-
ment of the City of New York, Rite Rescue NYC, and Deus Rescue.

One of those training sessions took place on June 17th when a 
group of NYC firemen came to Liberty Island to demonstrate to the 
RATs how to use two state-of-the-art pieces of rescue equipment 
that were donated to the team.

“Our old equipment is bulky and can be hard to use, slowing down 
the rescue process. Thanks to the generosity of Rite Rescue NYC 
and Deus Rescue, our rope access team can do its job with maxi-
mum safety and ease, which means we can get visitors in distress 
to safety and medical care quickly,” Kuziw said. “And that’s impor-
tant in situations where seconds matter.”

 

NATIONAL PARKS OF NEW YORK HARBOR
Lady Liberty And Her RAT  (CONTINUED)

RITE Rescue System
developers inside 
Lady liberty’s crown.  
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TECHNICALRESCUE  ISSUE 57

After experiencing problems in
extricating injured firefighters
in breathing apparatus from

difficult to access ares three FDNY
colleagues decided that what was
on market just did not fit the bill,
and as a result decided to design
their own device. The R.I.T.E.Rescue
SLED, (Rapid Intervention Training
& Equipment) was born.   The idea
was simple enough but the detail,
construction, testing, production,
marketing etc proved a lot more
complicated.

At first sight  it looks like a SKED or
any number of similar polypropy-
lene sheet stretchers and drag
stretcher, but it is shaped different-
ly and has an all-important integral
harness system. It works in con-
fined spaces, basements, stair-
ways, narrow passageways but
that’s not to say it will suit all sce-
narios and certainly not those with
a high degree of trauma but the
usual adjuncts can be used with it
easily enough. Extensive testing
and evaluations were undertaken

by New York FD personnel in exactly
the kinds of places I mentioned
and with Rapid Intervention Teams
(RIT) a particular target. This ulti-
mately ensured it wasn’t just the
designers who thought it worked.
Fast forward  to a time when the
guys are going to deliver a presen-
tation to a manufacturer they hope
will take on the product, this
involves taking their prototype from
New York to Atlanta.It turned out to
be anything but a routine flight.
As the plane began to taxi, a mid-

dle aged male collapsed.
Recognising this as a medical
emergency our 3 FDNY designers
made it known that they were fire-
fighters and took over from the will-
ing flight crew. Finding the 52 year
old man in full arrest, they started
CPR and using the plane’s  AED got
him back to full sinus rhythm on
the first shock! But now we get to
the Sled part of the story..... know-
ing it was going to be difficult to
get the casualty off the plane, they
decided to use their own prototype
SLED, and it took them a matter of
less than a minute to secure him in.
As they carried him towards the for-
ward door they were advised of yet
another problem, the tow arm on
the plane had broken, and they
were stranded for what could be “a
while”  With a steep portable stair
unit brought to the plane, firefight-
ers, paramedics and the 3 design-
ers were able to easily get him
down to ground and to a waiting
ambulance and full recovery. Its not
everyday that a prototype helps in a
critical rescue situation even before
its been into production.
In March 2009 the group were con-
tacted by the head park ranger for
the Statue of Liberty. On July 4th
2009 they were due to open up the
Statue itself for visitors for the first
time since 9/11/01. The spiral
stairs that stretch from the top of
the plinth to the crown are very
tight (16” wide) and very steep
causing a major problem for rescue
workers. They were invited out to
see if they could solve this res-
cue/removal problem. On arrival
they were shown a room full of res-
cue equipment,  ...Reeves sleeve,
half back, Sked, Stokes etc.  that
had failed to do the desired job in
this particular location.  They were
asked to package a live casualty on
a 30” wide platform, enter the spi-
ral stairs through a 15” wide open-
ing, and lower him 6 stories to the
top of the statues pinth. After

attaching a controllable descend-
ing device to the “D” ring at the
chest of SLED’s harness, it all per-
formed flawlessly. The rangers were
excited about having solved their
biggest problem.
It didn’t finish there though, and
after re-packaging the casualty... in
less than 15 seconds of course...,
the 6’, 200lbs guy, on the narrow
landing, was lifted up and over the
edge of the platform and lowered
6 stories vertically through the con-
fined space infrastructure of the
Statue. Again, everyone was
impressed.
So, just 2 weeks later, and after
providing 4 SLED’s for the Statue,
they had to train the National Park
Rangers Rope Access Team. This
included a 10- story vertical drop
from the top of the stone plinth to
the ground on the exterior.
Obviously, in a real rescue, other

equipment would be also be  used
such as collars and  basket stretch-
ers for horizontal drops, but for the
purposes of the demonstration and
training, just the SLED was used,
and it did well. So, since 4th July
2009, the monument staff had
RiteSleds in their rescue locker
with one  stored in the head’s
crown.  If it’s good enough for the
Statue of Liberty Enlightening the
World (which is her full title)......
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RITE
Rescue Sled

NYFD firefighters instructed NPS Staff in the
use of the    Rite  Sled

STATUEofLIBERTY National Monument

FEATURES

Vertical Removal 

for one person to maneouvre in tight spaces

   closed with firefighting gloves.
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